
 

 

TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 

PROSSER LIBRARY BUILDING COMMITTEE 

There was a meeting of the above referenced committee on Wednesday August 25, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 
via a Conference Remote Meeting.  All members and participants present were there electronically. 
 
Committee members present were:  Greg Davis, Bob Berman, Michelle Bononi, Chris Grant, Lois 
Hager, Mark Weisman. 
 
Also present:  Ad Hoc members Ava Biffer, Leah Farrell, Nancy Haynes, Purchasing and Risk Manager, 
and Mayor DeBeatham-Brown.  Also present were Chris Soliac from Prosser Public Library, Tai Soo 
Kim and Archana Pai from TSKP And Dave Patrick from Downes Construction.  
 
Absent: Vudonzi Graham-Days, Bob Ike, Jesse White 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. 
   

Old Business 
 
On a motion by Bob Berman, as seconded by Mark Weisman, the minutes of 8/11//21 were unanimously 
approved. 
 

New Business    
 

1. Sub committee reports.  
External Outreach and Survey Subcommittee Report.  None, a meeting is being scheduled. 
Programming & Space Planning.  None 
Construction Manager. Mark Weisman reported that the RFP has been issued, it went out on 
8/19/21 and is due back on 9/10/21. 
 

2. Director’s Report. Chris Soliac reported for Elizabeth Lane who is on vacation.  The grant for 
library construction was submitted electronically on 8/20/21.  The floor plans will be submitted 
on 8/30/21 (they are being finalized).  Chris noted that while the application is due on 9/1/21, 
they have several weeks to submit back up documents and the Town will have a complete 
application before the 9/1 deadline.   
 

3. Project update.  Tai Soo Kim and Arachana Pai from TSKP presented an updated pencil sketch 
and related sketches of Prosser which incorporated some of the feedback that had been 
previously provided.  There was a change in the location for the main entrance.  The plaza is 
wider, the 2 trees on Tunxis have been maintained, and some design features included 
incorporating more brick on the east side with a white screen.  There was additional information 
regarding the footbridge, which is 75 feet from Mountain Ave which leads to the south side of 



 

 

the building and provides a connection to the building.  TSKP appreciated the suggestions that 
have been provided to date. 
 
Chair Davis thanked TSKP for responsiveness to suggestions from the Building Committee and 
community.  Lois Hager inquired about the entrances.  Mark Weisman thanked TSKP for the 
evolving concept and noticed that these are conceptual plans and that schematic plans are post 
referendum.  The brick base offers a great concept and there is more design to look forward to.  
Bob Berman inquired about shifting the bridge, and Mark Weisman noted that the budget for the 
bridge was beefed up in the budget.  Michelle Bononi doesn’t believe that she can be expected to 
respond to the presentation when just seeing it for the first time.  She would like the architectural 
planset.  She also questioned the screen over the brick, is not happy with the massing and 
commented that the new entrance looks like an afterthought.  Overall it is her opinion that the 
building is not grand or inviting.  Bob Berman stated that other plans are not available until after 
the referendum, but he likes the new entrance and stated that this is a work in progress.  Leah 
Farrell likes the screens and the entrance.  Mayor DeBeatham-Brown is excited about the new 
drawing and thanked TSKP for listening.   
 

4. Future Meetings.  9/8/21 and 9/22/21 
 

5. Comments from the Committee:     Mark Weisman brought up the article that appeared in the 
Hartford Courant about the Southington Library project and doesn’t want to encourage cost 
comparisons as it would be apples to tomatoes.  Southington did not use a professional estimator 
like Bloomfield did.  Ava Biffer also spoke about Southington Library project and pointed out 
there are significant differences on just the site including Southington is on a flat site, does not 
have a stream and has adjacent parking unlike Prosser. 

 
6. Public Comments: Sten Caspersson spoke about the Southington Library project and made 

comparisons.  Ursula Dang likes the new design, thinks the brick with the shite screens softens 
the look, commented about entrance, parking lot and bridge.   

 
Adjournment 
At 6:50 p.m., it was moved by Lois Hager, seconded by Bob Berman and voted unanimously to adjourn 
the meeting. 
 

 

 


