
 

 

TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 

PROSSER LIBRARY BUILDING COMMITTEE 

 

There was a special meeting of the above referenced committee on Wednesday March 3, 2021, at 6:00 

p.m. via a Conference Remote Meeting. 

 

Committee members present were:  Greg Davis, Bob Berman, Vudonzi Graham-Days, Chris Grant, Lois 

Hager, Robert Ike, Mark Weisman and Jesse White.   

 

Also present:  Ad Hoc members Ava Biffer, Leah Farrell, Vangella Buchanan, Mayor DeBeatham-

Brown, Elizabeth Lane, Director of Library Services, Dave Melesko, Leisure Services Director and 

Nancy Haynes, Purchasing and Risk Manager. 

 

Absent: Michelle Bononi 

 

Also present were Ryszard Szczypek, Tai Soo Kim, and Whit Iglehart from TSKP, Alan and Leslie 

Burger. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 

Chair Davis commented the You Tube video from the Town Council meeting is available and the 

Messenger article is out.  He confirmed that the goal of the meeting is to reach consensus on the site 

(Prosser, McMahon or Town Hall) and not to decide which option on a site. Mark Weisman asked that 

before the discussion started, could Nancy Haynes discuss the Town’s financials with regard to bonding 

capacity.  Nancy reported that the Town’s financial advisor has previously advised the Town that there 

is bonding capacity beginning in 2023 at the $25-30 million range.  In response to questions, she advised 

that the Filley Park Committee has encouraged the Town Council to include the remaining park 

renovations on the November 2021 referendum.  Although there had been talk of golf course 

improvements as well as street reconstructions, those are more tenuous and the Town Council has made 

no formal commitment to any project to date. 

 

New Business 

 

1. Site Selection.  Lois Hager made a motion that the Bloomfield Library Building Committee 

select the Prosser site in the Town Center to be the location of the Town’s main library and that 

the McMahon library on Blue Hills Avenue be renovated to provide services as the Town’s 

branch library which was seconded by Bob Ike.  A discussion ensued.  Bob Berman says that 

Prosser is not a good site because of the bridge and planned roundabouts and that the Town 

shouldn’t pay lip service to Faith McMahon.  Vudonzi Graham-Days favors Prosser.  Libraries 

are traditionally in center of town and Faith McMahon branch is not conducive for the main 

branch yet she thinks that McMahon should be more inviting  Robert Ike states that he lives on 



 

 

the east side of town and that the Hinds Sign property needs to be cleaned up before any other 

improvements to that corridor should be made.  Mark Weisman favors the motion.  Prosser is an 

important place in town and would have the added benefit of sparking economic development.  If 

Prosser site is not going to be used, the Riley Lumber property would become an eyesore.  Leah 

Farrell believes that moving to Faith McMahon is not political but would help an underserved 

community and the town could keep Prosser as a presence.  Jesse White says that it should be at 

Prosser and it adds value to the center of town.  Chris Grant observed that the library serves as an 

anchor in the center of town and she supports the current location.  University of Hartford 

students use it and it would bring foot traffic.  Lois Hager talked about the importance of green 

space that Prosser would bring and would be a good link to Filley Park and the brook and is 

visible from any direction when people are arriving to the center of town.  She also pointed out 

that the census parcel maps that were provided show that more people live closer to Prosser.  

After Bob Ike called the question, the vote was 7-1, all voted in favor of the motion except for 

Bob Berman, who voted no. 

 

2. Comments from the Committee:  Mayor DeBeatham-Brown suggests that community input on 

the location be gathered before coming to the Town Council.  Vudonzi Graham-Days agrees.  

Bob Berman said that only the preferred site has been voted on and community input needed.  

Chris Grant thought it would be useful to get foot traffic information from each location.  

Elizabeth Lane commented that they do have information but hesitant to use it if they don’t have 

information on services in each location in terms of collection, layout etc.  Maxine Ursery 

commented that there needs to be equitable services, resources and access.  Mark Weisman 

reminded that the Committee plans to share information with the public.  The Mayor doesn’t 

know if the community has weighed in on where their library should be.    Chair Davis 

commented that the Building Committee is focusing on the entire library system; the surveys 

gauged the temperature of the needs of the library, not where it should be noting that the survey 

was to focus on what kind of services the community wants to see instead of where it should be 

and that location would come next.  Leslie Berger commented that the survey results showed that 

people used Bishops Corner (West Hartford), Hartford and Windsor libraries and that 

information is better useful than where it should be.  Leah Farrell feels that the Building 

Committee has spoken to the community through the surveys.  Elizabeth Lane commented that 

the library serves the entire community system wide and cautioned that parts of the community 

are much loude4r than others. 

3. Public Comments.  Lynette Easmon doesn’t feel represented on the east side of town and won’t 

vote in favor of a referendum if the site is the existing Prosser site.  Sten Caspersson favors a 

Town center look on the existing Prosser site and commented on alternative service delivery to 

avoid duplication of services between the two locations.  Linda Pagani cautioned that you can’t 

make assumption of where relationships are with other library sites and feels that location is a 

hard decision and feels conflicted bout asking residents where it should be located. 

Adjournment 

 

At 7:11 p.m., it was moved by Bob Ike, seconded by Bob Berman and voted unanimously to adjourn the 

meeting. 


