
 

 

TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD 

PROSSER LIBRARY BUILDING COMMITTEE 

 

There was a meeting of the above referenced committee on Wednesday February 24, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 

via a Conference Remote Meeting. 

 

Committee members present were:  Greg Davis, Bob Berman, Michelle Bononi, Chris Grant, Lois 

Hager, Robert Ike, and Mark Weisman.   

 

Also present:  Ad Hoc members Ava Biffer, Leah Farrell, Vangella Buchanan, Elizabeth Lane, Director 

of Library Services, and Nancy Haynes, Purchasing and Risk Manager. 

 

Absent: Vudonzi Graham-Days and Jesse White. 

 

Also present were Library Trustees Todd Cooper, Ann Leavitt and Beverly Merritt, and Whit Iglehart, 

from TSKP, Alan and Leslie Burger. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02p.m. 

 

Chair Davis commented that he and Mark Weisman presented a brief update to the Town Council at 

their 2/22/21 meeting and there is a Messenger article on Building Committee progress on 2/26/21.  He 

then welcomed the Library Board of Trustees.  Michelle Bononi asked the Chair if she would be able to 

ask questions during the TSKP presentation and was advised she could. 

 

Old Business 

 

On a motion by Michelle Bononi, as seconded by Bob Berman, the minutes of the 2/10/21 were 

unanimously approved as amended. 

 

New Business 

 

1. Library Board of Trustees.  Ava Biffer, chair, introduced each of the Trustees and their 

credentials.  As Chair, she stated that the library needs more than just updating, and the Town 

deserves a great library. Each of the Trustees gave their vision for the library.  Bev Merritt wants 

the project to be accomplished, Ava Biffer wants a functional building that offers flexibility, 

Maxine Ursery want it to be a community center that is the hub of the Town, Leah Farrell wants 

a library the Town deserves, and Ann Leavitt sees I as the center of town that bring people from 

all walks of life together.     

 

2. Sub committee reports. 



 

 

 

External outreach and Survey Subcommittee Report.  Maxine Ursery reported that over 1,600 

responses to the survey have been received so far; 500 responses from age group 0-17 with help 

from Bloomfield Public Schools.  A café, meeting space and study space are the top 3 features 

respondents want.  The survey closes on 3/5/21.   

Space Planning Subcommittee.  Leah Farrell reported that the Committee is waiting for the 

survey report.  Leslie Burger is working on a smaller library. 

Construction Manager. Mark Weisman reported that the RFQ went out and is due next week.  

They will meet to review and provide the full Building Committee with a recommendation on 

the 3/10/21 meeting.   

 

3. Director’s Report.  Elizabeth Lane, Director of Library Services, reported that Library staff has 

been looking at collection sizes system wide and emphasized they are one library system.  She 

provided statistics for delivering services during the pandemic.   

  

4. Architect report.  Whit Iglehart went over the schedule, moving toward the preferred site 

decision on 3/10/21.  He reviewed the summary of potential costs for each site and option, noting 

that they are based on a placeholder of 35,000 sf and are in flux. He then went over the draft of 

their report, noting it is a work in progress and will include more information such as the survey 

results, as they go along.  Regardless of which site/option, preliminary costs are all within 10% 

of each other, which means cost may not play a major role in site selection.   

 

Whit Iglehart entertained questions, including the size of Faith McMahon, cost of making 

Prosser the branch, space “placeholders” in the program, Leed.  Michelle Bononi asked about the 

state Library grant, when is it available and who applies (August and Town). She noted that the 

Building Committee’s charge was silent on project cost and asked who determines the square 

footage – the response was the square footage is based on the program the committee comes up 

with; the state has suggested programming space standards. 

 

After extended discussion, Chair Davis asked if members had a preliminary feeling on a site.  

Bob Berman – existing site, new building.  Todd Cooper, existing site and its exciting.  Mark 

Weisman, Prosser site, new build.  Bob Ike listed preferences in order – Town Hall Bloomfield 

Ave side, Prosser new building, Wintonbury new building.  Lois Hager, Prosser, new building, 

Michelle Bononi wants to eliminate Town Hall (Bloomfield Ave side) and McMahon.  Ava 

Biffer’s heart is with McMahon but she prefers Prosser but wants improvements at McMahon.  

Maxine Ursery is torn between McMahon and Prosser but both need to be done to be inclusive.  

Vangella Buchanon would love to see it in the center of town.  Dave Melesko politely abstained.  

Beverly Merritt favors the Prosser site.  Leah Farrell prefers McMahon in a perfect world.  Greg 

Davis abstained.   

 

5. Future Meetings:  Regular meetings on March 10 and March 24, 2021.  Special meeting on 

3/3/21 limited to site selection. 

 



 

 

 

6. Comments from the Committee:     none. 

7. Public Comments.  Sten Caspersson commented on TSKP cost matrix, environmentally inclusive 

features and site preference.  Councilor Danielle Wong commented that she supports McMahon 

for social justice and equity.  Robert Dickenson suggests the future costs of HVAC including 

geothermal be considered.   

 

Adjournment 

 

At 7:20 p.m., it was moved by Lois Hager, seconded by Bob Berman and voted unanimously to adjourn 

the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 


