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BLOOMFIELD TOWN CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION 

 

There was a regular meeting of the above referenced subcommittee held on Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. 

in Council Chambers at Bloomfield Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, CT. 

 

Commission Members:  Joseph Suggs, Chair, Dwight Bolton, Elvin Turner, Bradley Klein  

 

Absent: Erica Coleman 

 

Others present (in-person):  Mayor Danielle C. Wong, Councilor Kenneth McClary, Attorney Lawrence Widem, 

Crumbie Law Group, LLC 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Public Comments 

 

In-Person: 

 

1. Robert Dickinson, 400 Seabury Drive recommended consideration of the following changes to the Town 

Charter: 

- Listing of election candidates in alphabetical order 

- Rank choice voting – no mention of party affiliation for the candidates, easier for an unaffiliated person 

to get on the ballot and get elected through the partitioning system. 

 

2. David Baram, 5 Warbler Circle submitted his proposed suggested changes to the Town Charter (See 

attached).  Being the former Co-Chair of the Charter Revision Commission in 2006, Mr. Baram extended 

the invitation for any advice or assistance needed during this process. 

 

3. Rickford Kirton, 7 Hickory Lane expressed deep concern regarding proposed changes to the Town 

Charter as outlined by the Council and allies of Mayor Wong.  These changes do not positively impact 

the lives of the residents.  He noted that this is an attempt to consolidate power for this elected position.  

Mr. Kirton also mentioned that the essence of a charter revision should be to enhance the democratic 

process to ensure transparency and improve the overall governance of our community.  He urged a 

committee to reconsider these proposed revisions and to prioritize the well-being and interest of all 

residents.  We need a charter that empowers our community, fosters trust in our local government and 

upholds democratic values we all cherish. 

 

Review and Discussion of Council Charges to the Commission 

Mayor Wong clarified in detail some of the reasoning behind the submission of the Council charges to the 

Commission. 
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Mayor Wong made note that the Council has every right in supporting and endorsing the current form of 

government, Council-Manager form of government. There is no intention of from the Council perspective, to 

disrupt that current established way of governing this town.  

Discussion 

Commissioner Klein noted that there is no current proposal or set direction steering the Commission.  The 

proposed suggested changes by the Council to Commission is a guidepost of interest areas of the Council to 

review, discuss and consider action on. In addition, Commissioner Klein inquired about the percentage of salaries 

and benefits within the town budget, how does Bloomfield compare to other towns? 

Mayor Wong noted that there is some room for efficiency and improvement and financial optimization. The 

Town really needs to realign some things and distribute resources in places of priority. The issue is being raised 

only as a potential consideration of consolidation of some positions, and it would be relevant to know what is 

being spent. 

Commissioner Turner inquired about the Council charges to review the number of Justices of the Peace with the 

Town. Commissioner Suggs noted that this item was researched, and it was discovered that the Town is allowed 

2,263 justices of the peace based on our population size. So, decreasing that number would make more sense.   

Commissioner Turner mentioned that he is struggling here with the process of efficiency for answering questions 

as a public body. He reiterated the need for public engagement during this process. There is not much time to 

review, discuss and consider proposed changes for a draft document by the end of August. He requested a deeper 

dive and clarification by the mayor and other Councilors about questions or thought concerning their Council 

charges. 

He also requested that Chair Suggs receive a public report regarding information given, and report back publicly 

as a part of the record. Chair Suggs stated that if any Commissioner needs to hear from departments, we will 

make that available to this body through the Town Manager’s Office.  The Commission may opt to schedule joint 

meetings with the Council if needed for further clarification.  

Commissioner Turner reported that he has been in contact with a couple of staff members regarding some 

background information and the current relationship between library staff and the Town Manager. 

The library, in terms of budgeting, is like another department in the town. So, from a budget point of view, both 

the operating budget and capital budget. The Town Manager gives instructions to the Library Director that are 

given to every department head. There is a matrix effect happening in which the Library Director reports to up 

to the Library Board of Trustees.  

Commissioner Klein inquired if it would be helpful to expedite inquiry and general knowledge, if the 

Commissioners would divide up some of Council charges and assign areas of concern, expertise, and report back 

to the full body for discussion. 

He expressed that the Commissioners are not going to change items for the sake of changing them, not what this 

is about. This process is about reviewing if there is a problem, determining if certain tweaks can be resolved or 

improved. 

Chair Suggs stated the one challenge separating the Council charges out, is that the full Commission does not get 

the benefit of other thoughts and comments on areas that they are not working on.  Whereas, if the Commissioners 
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could work together, then everyone would be working on the same information and not have one group working 

on one set of information and must explain that.  

Commissioner Bolton inquired about the review process of Council charges moving forward and bringing that 

to resolution? Or are the Commissioners reviewing in conjunction with public comments received thus far.  Chair 

Suggs mentioned that the review process will be done concurrently not separate. 

Commissioner Bolton also asked for clarification regarding minority representation and what the State statutes 

say about what is required for minority representation. Are they exempt from any of those municipal, those public 

act, statutes that govern minority, representation, and restrictive voting, etc. Are we exempt as a town because 

we have a Town charter, even though there is a minority representation section. What is currently listed in the 

charter is consistent with State statutes. 

Attorney Lawrence Widem, Senior Attorney with Crumbie Law Group, legal counsel representation for the Town 

gave a detailed explanation on the historical and political background of minority representation in the State of 

Connecticut. He noted that the law of the Connecticut State statute is, if the members of the Board of Education 

and the Town Council are elected at large, State statute requires minority representation. If they are elected in 

districts or wards. Then there is no requirement of minority representation. 

So, when we talk about minority representation as the statutes are currently structured. There is nothing in those 

statute that says in Bloomfield, the Republicans will occupy the minority seats. That is the decision that is left to 

the voters of Bloomfield. 

To clarify, Commissioner Bolton commented on an elector's question about boards and commissions, not having 

enough or not meeting the necessary records and number of minority participation to invoke a quorum. For 

example, the Town Charter, currently, as it stands, allows the Council to appoint an unaffiliated person outside 

of, and not another Democrat. This person would be an unaffiliated, or if they were able to find a Republican to 

that board or commission without question. The Bloomfield Town Charter mirrors the State statute, and the 

Commissioners make very certain that that Town Charter continues to mirror along the same pathway of the 

State statutes. 

Attorney Widem reminded the Commissioners that everything is open for review and discussion. The 

Commissioners have the power to make any change you want, even if the Council did not ask you about it or did 

not discuss it. Everything is on your plate, and it is completely your decision, your discretion. 

Commissioner Klein asked Chair Suggs to provide an accounting of how many registered voters there are in the 

Town of Bloomfield. How many are Democrat? How many are Republican? How many are unaffiliated to see if 

that group is being in effect excluded. 

Commissioner Turner requested clarification regarding districts in terms of the election, then there is no 

requirement for minority representation. Attorney Widem clarified with explanation of one exception and one 

caveat. The caveat is there is no minority representation requirement. If the Council's elected from districts, the 

caveat is, if you have more than one person from the same district. However, if the Town Council establishes a 

system where, if you go from, say current five districts to three districts, and there is more than one person elected 

from each district, then that may trigger a provision under the minority representation, provisions of the statutes, 

and the position. 

Chair Suggs commented on e-mail communications and correspondence regarding Bloomfield Volunteer 

Ambulance about a specific Charter section and its meaning. 
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He also noted that he would inquire with Administration to coordinate meetings through the town manager 

with whomever they would like to speak to or meet with Town staff regarding proposed changes to the Town 

Charter. Chair Suggs asked the Commissioners to come prepared to discuss in depth the Council charges along 

with public comments received thus far. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Bolton, seconded by Commissioner Klein and voted unanimously to approve 

the minutes of April 27, 2024. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Commissioner Bolton, seconded by Commissioner Klein and voted unanimously to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
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