Motor Vehicle Tax

MOTOR VEHICLE TAX
Under Connecticut state law, all motor vehicles are subject to a local property tax whether registered or not.  The local property tax is computed and issued by the town where your vehicle is stored.
Uniform assessment date is October 1 in Connecticut.  Motor vehicles registered on October 1 will be part of the October 1 Grand List.  Vehicles registered between October 2 and July 31 will be a supplement to the October 1 Grand List.

Tax due date for the October 1 Grand List is July 1 and bills are payable up until August 1.

If you do not register a motor vehicle but retain ownership, you must file a declaration form with your assessor between October 1 and November 1 of each year.  It is your obligation to file.  Failure to do so will result in the assessment of a penalty.  Contact your assessor for instructions.

WHAT IF I:

TRANSFERRED PLATES:

If you transferred your plates to a new vehicle, you are not entitled to an adjustment.  In essence, the adjustment follows the license plate.  The original bill for the old vehicle should be paid.  A supplemental list will generate a bill for the new vehicle with a credit (exemption) for the period that the old vehicle was no longer owned.

Supplemental bills are mailed mid-December.

REGISTERED MY CAR AFTER OCTOBER 1
Vehicles registered after October 1st will be on the supplemental motor vehicle list, as described below.  Supplemental bills are mailed mid-December and are due January 1st of the next year.
SUPPLEMENTAL MOTOR VEHICLE TAX BILLS
Vehicles appearing on the Supplemental List have been registered between October 2 and July 31, thus, missing the October 1 assessment date.  
Supplemental tax bills are sent in the month of December.  Tax due date is January 1 and bills are payable up until February 1.

MOTOR VEHICLE TAX CREDITS
Motor vehicle tax credits are issued by our town assessor for vehicles that are:

· Sold

· Totally Damaged

· Stolen and Not Recovered

· Removed from Connecticut and Registered in Another State

It is important to apply with the assessor’s office as soon as possible, as the tax credit must be applied for within a limited period of time.  Your town assessor will determine what proof will be acceptable for adjusting the tax bill.

Department of Motor Vehicles will not notify the assessor’s office regarding cancellation of plate receipts.

ADJUSTMENTS TO MOTOR VEHICLE BILLS
Motor vehicle assessments can be prorated as long as two (2) forms of proof of disposition are provided to the assessor’s office.

From the category which best describes your situation entitled “What If My Vehicle Was?”  Forward the appropriate forms of proof to:

Assessment Office

Bloomfield Town Hall
P.O. Box 337
Bloomfield, CT  06002
	Phone: (860) 769-3530
	Fax: (860) 243-4302


Copies of CT Department of Motor Vehicles cancellation of plate receipt may be obtained on the CT Department of Motor Vehicles website : http://www.ct.gov/dmv/cwp/view.asp?a=803&q=569570
What If My Vehicle Was?
SOLD:
1. A copy of CT Department of Motor Vehicles cancellation of plate receipt and an affidavit stating how  vehicle was disposed of  and signed by owner.
2. A copy of the bill of sale with the year, make, model & Vehicle Identification # of the vehicle as well as buyer’s signature.  
3. A copy of the new owner’s registration or the new owner’s title with the issue date, year, make, model & Vehicle Identification # of the vehicle.

4. A copy of your title showing transfer.

5. A letter from your insurance agent or company stating the date the insurance was cancelled, the reason for cancellation and the year, make, model & Vehicle Identification # of the vehicle.
6. From CT DMV registration form, bill of sale section at bottom of form.
7. Reverse side of registration renewal form – transfer of ownership form.
REGISTERED OUT OF STATE:
A copy of the original out of state registration OR title showing the issue date, year, make, model & Vehicle Identification# of the vehicle. Proof of out-of-state residency – contact Assessment Office for acceptable forms of proof. 
Also, to whom it applies…
· Stolen Vehicle

Copy of statement from insurance company or police report identifying the vehicle by the VIN number

· Totaled Vehicle

Letter from insurance company identifying the vehicle by the VIN number and stating the vehicle was a total loss

· Junked Vehicle

Receipt from junk yard identifying the vehicle by the VIN number

· Traded-In Vehicle

Copy of the purchase agreement identifying the trade-in vehicle

· REPOSSESSED

1. Letter from the finance company stating the date vehicle was taken and that it was not redeemed by you and the year, make, model & Vehicle Identification # of the vehicle.
2. Copy of bill of sale or auction papers that shows the year, make, model & Vehicle Identification # of the vehicle and date of sale.
· DONATED
1. A copy of CT Department of Motor Vehicles cancellation of plate receipt and an affidavit stating how  vehicle was disposed of  and signed by owner.
2. Letter from charitable organization on the organization’s letter head, stating that the vehicle was donated, the date of the donation and the year, make, model & Vehicle Identification # of the vehicle
TAXED IN WRONG TOWN:
If you lived in a different Connecticut town on October 1st, please provide:

1. Proof of residency prior to October 1 in form of :

        Field Card, Voter identification card OR lease
OR

2. Written correction from the Department of Motor Vehicles.

In the absence of two (2) forms of proof, the registration cancellation receipt and a signed affidavit provided to the assessor’s office will be sufficient.  The failure to cancel the registration will result in the vehicle showing up on subsequent grand lists.

NOTE:  Do not wait for a corrected bill.  You must make your tax payment by the due date (August 1) to avoid interest charges.  Check with the tax collector regarding payments.

If you find that you have not received a tax bill, the tax is still due.

Your name being reported to the Department of Motor Vehicles as a result of being delinquent in property tax for a motor vehicle will cause you to be unable to register any motor vehicle until that tax payment is made.  This includes any accrued interest as well.  A tax clearance form, otherwise known as a release certificate indicating that payment has been made provided by the tax collector, must be submitted to the DMV along with your registration application as proof of payment previous to registration.

*All acceptable information must identify the vehicle by            make, year and VIN number.
**If you moved within Connecticut after October 1, you will be liable to the Town of Bloomfield for the entire year.  Subsequent years will be billed to your new town provided you changed your address with the Motor Vehicle Department.

DEADLINE FOR PRESENTATION

OF PROOF FOR ADJUSTMENT
CT Department of Motor Vehicles does not inform towns when plates are returned nor when vehicles are sold, registered out of state or otherwise disposed of.  It is the taxpayer’s responsibility to provide the required documentation within the time limits as provided under applicable CT law.
	Assessment Date
	Deadline for Presentation of Proof

	October 1, 2016
	December 31, 2018

	October 1, 2015
	December 31, 2017

	October 1, 2014
	December 31, 2016

	The proof for adjustments (“prorates”) of motor vehicle list must be presented within 27 months of the assessment date.  Example: the owner of a vehicle with a bill with an assessment date of October 1, 2015 has until December 31, 2017 to present all proofs of disposal.

Taxpayer failure to provide all forms of proof for adjustment within the 27 months of the assessment date forfeits the right to an adjustment of the bill by CT law (12-71c.)


APPEAL PROCESS
Appeals for Motor Vehicles will be held in September immediately following date tax bill is due.  Questions regarding the appeals process should be directed to the Assessor’s Office at 860-769-3530.
CLAIMED EXEMPT DUE TO ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE

Out of state resident based in CT must file Soldiers & Sailors Civil Relief Act form annually with the Assessment Office.

Residents of CT based out of state must file Active Duty form annually with the Assessor’s Office

Forms are available in the Assessor’s Office or on-line at:

www.bloomfieldct.gov/assessor/
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800 Bloomfield Avenue

Bloomfield, CT  06002

PHONE (860)769-3530

FAX (860)243-4302

Office Hours

9:00 – 5:00 M-F
