
 

 

FINAL 

 

BLOOMFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 

There was a regular meeting of the Bloomfield Town Council held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 

September 26, 2016 in Council Chambers, Bloomfield Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Avenue, 

Bloomfield, CT.   

  

Present were:  Mayor Joan Gamble, Deputy Mayor Schulman, Councilors Wayne Hypolite, Patrick 

DeLorenzo, Joseph Merritt, Joel Neuwirth, Derrick Seldon, Leon Rivers and Joseph Washington  

 

Also present were: Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager, Sharron Howe, Assistant to the Town 

Manager, James Wren, Director of Finance, Jose Giner, Director of Planning and Economic 

Development and India M. Rodgers, Clerk of Council 

 

Guest were:  Doug Gillette, Bond Counsel – Day Pitney, LLC, Barry Bernabe, Financial Advisor- 

Phoenix Advisors, LLC 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

There were no announcements and presentations. 

 

 

CITIZENS STATEMENTS & PETITIONS 

 

1. Michael Trueman, 7 South Barn Hill Road, expressed concerns regarding the creation 

of trails surrounding the Wintonbury Golf Course.  (see attached letter) 

 

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 

 

Community Services – Councilor Seldon deferred this subcommittee report until the next 

scheduled Town Council meeting.  He also announced upcoming events and programs sponsored 

by Social & Youth Services and Senior Services. 

 



 

 

Administration & Education – The next scheduled meeting will be held on Monday, October 3, 

2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Golf – Councilor Rivers will give a detailed report of this subcommittee meeting at the next 

scheduled Town Council meeting. 

 

Finance – Councilor Hypolite gave a brief financial report update regarding unaudited figures, 

closeout fiscal year surplus and revenue increases from significant building permit fees. 

 

Public Safety – Councilor Washington read a detailed report from the last meeting held on 

September 12, 2016. 

 

Committee on Committees – Councilor Washington deferred this subcommittee report for 

discussion under Council business. 

 

Land Use & Economic Development – Deputy Mayor Schulman gave a brief update regarding 

various development projects, draft framework outline for tax abatement policy and minority set 

aside concerns. 

 

The Council ensued in a lengthy discussion regarding concerns with Minority Set Aside 

agreements with potential developers in the creation of opportunities for contractors, 

subcontractors, laborers and post construction employees. 

 

Councilor Washington addressed concerns about the lack of minority contractors assigned to the 

Center Apartments project, financial aspects and overall personnel analysis. 

 

Councilor Seldon inquired about the minority set aside agreement of 20/20.  It was noted that this 

project has reached 35.8% of Guaranteed Maximum Pricing (GMP).  He is also concerned about 

granting opportunities for minorities to become contractors. 

 

Deputy Mayor Schulman requested an updated report from the minority compliance consultant 

that was hired by Post Road Residential. 

 

Councilor Neuwirth and Merritt suggested a review of initial agreement for minority set aside. 

 

 

ADDITION TO THE AGENDA 

 

It was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted 

unanimously to add item FY 16/17-13:  Cancellation of October 11, 2016 - Town Council 

Meeting. 

 

 



 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

FY 15/16-86:  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Certified Local Government 

Designation for Historic Preservation 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted unanimously 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION REGARDING CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT DESIGNATION 

 

To authorize the Town Manager to appoint a local historic properties study committee for the 

purpose of making an investigation of one or more historic properties and initiate the process for 

the Town of Bloomfield to become a Local Certified Government in accordance with the National 

Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 as may have been amended from time to time. 

 

FY 16/17-8:  Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Bond Refunding  

 

It was moved by Councilor Hypolite, seconded by Councilor Merritt and voted unanimously 

to approve the following resolution (FULL RESOLUTION ATTACHED): 

RESOLVED, that the resolution entitled “Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of 

Bloomfield, authorizing the issuance of not exceeding $25,000,000 Refunding Bonds for 

Payment in whole or in part of the outstanding principal of and interest and any call 

premium on the Town of Bloomfield’s $25,000,000 General Obligation Bonds, 2010 Series 

A, dated as of October 20, 2010, and $15,000,000 General Obligation Bonds, Issue of 2011, 

dated as of November 1, 2011, and costs related thereto,” as introduced at the Town Council 

meeting held September 12, 2016, is hereby adopted; that the full text of the resolution be recorded 

with the minutes of this meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

FY 16/17-12:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Appointment to the Fair Rent 

Commission 

 

It was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Deputy Mayor Schulman and voted 

unanimously to approve an appointment of Alan Budkofsky, 41 Burnwood Drive to the 

Fair Rent Commission with term expiring July 25, 2017, no disclosure required. 

 

 



 

 

FY 16/17-13:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Cancellation of Town Council Meeting, 

October 11, 2016 

 

It was moved by Councilor Washington, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted 

unanimously to cancel the Town Council meeting scheduled for October 11, 2016. 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN MANAGER 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

There was no report at this time. 

 

Town Manager’s Report  

 

Mr. Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town Manager reported the following updates to the Town Council: 

 

 It was a great turnout for the Lisa Lane Harvest Celebration Ribbon cutting ceremony held 

on Saturday, September 24, 2016. 

 

 Also, on Saturday, September 24, 2016, ServPro held their grand opening and ribbon 

cutting ceremony at 100 Peters Road. 

 

 A third event was held on Saturday, September 24, 2016 the Blue Hills LobsterFest. 

 

 Mr. Schenck, Jr. encouraged all citizens to vote on Election Day, November 8, 2016. 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Mr. James Wren, Director of Finance mentioned that the state education grant is $5.5 million, with 

a $105,250 variance due to school transportation being eliminated in the state budget. 

 

It was noted that final figures were received for the Property Tax Relief grant. Approximately, 

$1.4 million has been reserved in this fiscal year. 

 

The Motor Vehicle taxes for the State of Connecticut was capped at 37mils.  Tax revenues should 

be higher, due to the initially budgeted projection. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 



 

 

It was moved by Councilor Merritt, seconded by Councilor Neuwirth to approve the minutes 

of September 12, 2016. 

 

VOTE: AYE: J. Gamble, S. Schulman, L. Rivers, J. Washington, D. Seldon, P.  

DeLorenzo, J. Neuwirth, J. Merritt 

  NAY: None 

  ABSTAIN: W. Hypolite 

 

The motion passes, 8-0-1. 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo – Filley Park street lights added, become a friend to the park and donate, 

consider purchasing a paver 

 

Councilor Washington stated that he enjoyed both events that he attended on September 24, 2016, 

the Blue Hills Lobster Fest and the Lisa Lane Harvest Celebration. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT      

 

At 8:35 p.m., it was moved by Councilor Neuwirth, seconded by Councilor Washington to 

adjourn the meeting. 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


